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The Praise of the Twelve Deeds
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TAP KAY TUK JAY SHA KYAY RIK SU TRUNG
Compassionate and skillful, you took birth in

the Sakya clan.
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SER GYI LHUN PO TA BUR JI PAY KU

Y our magnificent body is like a golden Mount

Meru.
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SHEN GYI MI TUP DU KY! PUNG JOM PA

You conquered Mara’s forces while others could not.
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SHA KYAY GYAL PO KYO LA CHAK TSAL LO
King of the Sakyas, I prostrate to you.
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GANG Gl DANG POR JANG CHUP TUK KYAY NAY SO NAM YE SHAY TSOK NYI DZOK DZAY CHING

It was you who first engendered bodhicitta,
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DU DIR DZAY PA GYA CHEN DRO WA YI
Your enlightened deeds in this age are vast.
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Then perfected the two accumulations—those of
merit and pristine awareness.
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GON GYUR KYO LA DAK GI TO PAR GYI
I praise you who are the protector of beings.
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LHA NAM DON DZAY DUL WAY DU KYEN NAY

You acted for the devas’ benefit; then, knowing
the time to guide us,
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Seeing your clan, you entered the womb
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Once ten months had passed, you were born
as the son
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At which time your sublime marks, hailed by
Brahma and Sakra,
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As a vigorous youth, the lion among men,
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LHA LAY BAP NAY LANG CHEN TAR SHEK SHING
You descended from the heavens, coming as an

elephant.
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LHUM SU SHUK PAR DZAY LA CHAK TSAL LO
Of MahamayadevT: | prostrate to this deed.
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TA SHI LUM BI TSAL DU TAM PAY TSE
Of the Sakyas in the auspicious groves of Lumbint,
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JANG CHUP RIK SU NGAY DZAY CHAK TSAL LO
Confirmed your potential for awakening: I prostrate
to this deed.
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You displayed your prowess at Angamagadha.
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KYE WO DREK PA CHEN NAM TSAR CHAY NAY
Y ou defeated the arrogant people,
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JIK TEN CHO DANG TUN PAR JA WA DANG
For the sake of conforming to worldly ways
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KOR DANG DEN DZAY TAP LA KAY PAYI
A harem of queens, ruling your kingdom
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KOR WAY JA WA NYING PO MAY ZIK NAY
Seeing the futility of samsaric life,

AERHEFTETZ

~, 2 . v v v 'C\ v 'C\
XER B 5N IRYIT VA
CHO TEN NAM DAK DRUNG DU NYI LA NYI

Then, at the Stlipa of Complete Purity, you made
yourself
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DREN DA ME PAR DZAY LA CHAK TSAL LO

Eliminating your opponents: I prostrate to this deed.
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KA NA MA TO PANG CHIR TSUN MO YI
And avoiding reproach, you kept
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GYAL SI KYONG WAR DZAY LA CHAKTSAL LO
With skillful means: I prostrate to this deed.
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KYIM NAY JUNG TE KA LA SHEK NAY KYANG
You left your home and traveled through the sky;
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RAP TU JUNG WAR DZAY LA CHAK TSAL LO
A renunciant monastic: I prostrate to this deed.

RAR phek Rldr HiR7%
RAeREL BRIE.




Qgﬁ'ﬂN’@R’@Q'QﬁQ'HR’ﬁﬁR&ﬁN%\i‘

TSON PAY JANG CHUP DRUP PAR GONG NAY NI

Intending to achieve awakening through effort,
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Of the Nairafijana. Your perseverance culminated
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So that your efforts since beginningless time
would be meaningful,
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KYIL TUNG MI YO NGON PAR SANG GYAY NAY
Legs crossed and motionless, you manifestly
awakened,
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TUK JAY DRO LA NYUR DU SIK NAY NI
Seeing the world with compassion and urgency,
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NAI RAN DZA NAY DRAM DU LO DRUKTU
You practiced asceticism for six years on the banks
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SAM TEN CHOK NYAY DZAY LA CHAK TSAL LO
In attainment of the highest meditative stability: [

prostrate to this deed.
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Beneath the Bodhi Tree in Magadha,
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JANG CHUP DZOK PAR DZAY LA CHAK TSAL LO
Fulfilling your enlightenment: I prostrate to this

deed.
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WA RA NA SI LA SOK NAY CHOK TU
You turned the Wheel of Dharma in Varanasi
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CHO KYI KOR LO KOR NAY DUL JA NAM
And other great places, placing in the three vehicles
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So as to defeat others’ malicious antagonism,
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And other maras in the region of Varanast.
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With talents unequaled in the three realms,
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LHA MI DRO WA KUN GYI RAP CHO PA
The whole world with its devas and humans

worshipped you.
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TEK PA SUM LA GO DZAY CHAK TSAL LO
Those to be guided: I prostrate to this deed.
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You subdued the six extremist teachers, Devadatta,
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TUP PA YUL LAY GYAL LA CHAK TSAL LO
Capable One, you prevailed over conflict: I
prostrate to this deed.

RE @5 Ry BHES
A B R T

x5l nsFagadgdia
IF9ARA JHERTIF
NYEN DU YO PAR CHO TRUL CHEN PO TEN
You displayed wondrous miracles in Sravast.
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TEN PA GYAY PAR DZAY LA CHAK TSAL LO
You ensured the spread of your teachings: I prostrate

to this deed.
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So as to motivate with urgency those who are
indolent,
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You passed from your deathless, vajralike body
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Because in true reality there is no destruction,
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In that same place you manifested numerous relics,
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TSA CHOK DRONG GI SA SHI TSANG MA RU
On the clean ground of Kusiagara
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NYA NGEN DA WAR DZAY LA CHAK TSAL LO
And entered nirvana: [ prostrate to this deed.
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MA ONG SEM CHEN SO NAM TOP JAY CHIR

And so that future sentient beings might gain merit,
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KU DUNG CHA GYAY DZAY LA CHAK TSAL LO

Leaving the eight portions of your remains: I
prostrate to this deed.
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In the foregoing text, the first verse alone is said to have been composed by Lord Drikungpa; the following verses

were composed by Nagarjuna.
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GANG TSE KANG NYI TSO WO KYO TAM TSE
At the time of your birth as the foremost among

humans,
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And proclaimed “I am supreme in this world!”
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DANG PO GA DEN LHA YI YUL NAY JON
First, you came from the deva realm of Tusita;
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LUM BI NI YI TSAL DU TUP PA TAM

Then, in the gardens of Lumbini, you were born

as the Sage.
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In the royal mansion, you were revered by eight

nursemaids.
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SA CHEN DI LA GOM PA DUN BOR NAY
You took seven steps on this great earth
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DE TSE KAY PA KYO LA CHAK TSAL LO
Wise were you in that moment: [ prostrate to you.
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GYAL PO KAP TU YUM GYI LHUM SU SHUK
In Magadha, you entered your mother’s womb;
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CHOM DEN LHA YI LHA LA CHAK TSAL LO
Blessed One, deva among devas: I prostrate to you.
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SHA KYAY DRUNG DU SHON NU ROL TSAY DZAY

As a youth among the Sakyans, you demonstrated
athletic prowess.
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SER KYAY NAY SU SA TSO KAP TU SHAY
In Kapilavastu, you accepted Gopa in marriage.
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SISUM TSUNG MAY KU LA CHAK TSAL LO
You are unequaled in the three realms: I prostrate to

you.
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DRONG KYER GO SHIR KYO WAY TSUL TEN NAY CHO TEN NAM DAK DRUNG DU U TASIL

At the town’s four gates, you showed sadness;
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NAI RAN DZA NAY DRAM DU KA TUP DZAY

On the banks of the Nairafijana, you lived as an
ascetic.
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In Rajagrha, you subdued a deranged elephant.
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MA GA DHA RU TUP PA NGON SANG GYAY

In Magadha, you manifestly awakened as the Sage.
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At the Stipa of Complete Purity, you cut off your
hair.
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DRIP NY! KYON DANG DRAL LA CHAK TSAL LO

You divested yourself of the two obscurations’
flaws: | prostrate to you.
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YANG PA CHEN DU TE’U DRANG TSI PUL

In Vaisali, you were offered honey by a monkey.
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KYEN PAY YE SHAY BAR LA CHAK TSAL LO
You are brilliant with enlightened wisdom: I

prostrate to you.
TR A i BhE%
BEEERBRTEE.



32 WA+ &

SR 2, ST, - . SR, (. o e N - G ot
Y YR EN T AT AR Va"ﬁqm YERYNEF NG| |
WA RA NA SIR CHO KY1 KOR LO KOR DZE TAY TSAL DU CHO TRUL CHEN PO TEN
In Varanasi, you turned the Wheel of Dharma. At the Jetavana Grove, you displayed wondrous
miracles.
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TSA CHOK DRONG DU GONG PA NYA NGEN DAY TUK NI NAM KA DRA LA CHAK TSAL LO
At Kus$inagara, you passed into final nirvana. Your enlightened heart is like space: I prostrate to
you.
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DI TAR TEN PAY DAK PO CHOM DEN GYI DZAY PAY TSUL LA DO TSAM TO PA Y1

Through the virtue of thus praising in brief The deeds of the Blessed One, master of the
teachings,
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GE WAY DRO WA KUN GYI CHO PA YANG DE SHEK NYI KY!I DZAY DANG TSUNG PAR SHOK
May the actions of all beings likewise Become equal to the Bliss-Gone One’s own deeds.
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DE SHIN SHEK PA KYAY KU CHI DRA DANG  KOR DANG KU TSAY TSAY DANG SHING KAM DANG

May I and others become just like you, Thus-Gone One, with a body like yours,
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KYAY KYI TSEN CHOK SANG PO CHi DRA WA
And a retinue, lifespan, pure realm,
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KYO LA TO CHING SOL WA TAP PAY TU
Through the power of my eulogizing and praying
to you,
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NAY DANG UL PONG TAP TSO SHI WA DANG
In the places where I and others live
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With the teacher’s appearance in the world,
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And the teachings’ holders and their students
spreading and flourishing,
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DE DRA KO NAR DAK SOK GYUR WAR SHOK
And perfectly sublime marks just like yours.

il oA KL Rdfd
BRI E SR ARG -

'ﬂ/ v . . 14 :\1 v"/ 24
(R NRARYIFFRANIAIY] |
DAK SOK GANG DU NAY PAY SA CHOK SU
Please pacify sickness, poverty, and fighting
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CHO DANG TA SHI PEL WAR DZAY DU SOL
And ensure the flourishing of Dharma and

auspiciousness.
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TEN PA NYI WO SHIN DU SAL WA DANG
His teachings being as illuminating as sunlight,
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TEN PA YUN RING NAY PAY TA SHI SHOK
May there be the auspiciousness of the teachings

remaining for a vast duration.
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